What is the Workplace Partnership for Life? 
The Workplace Partnership for Life (WPFL) was created in 2001 to help organ and tissue donation organizations reach out to “Workplace Partners”– to increase organ, tissue, marrow, and blood donation in the United States. 
What exactly is a “workplace”?

Workplaces are places all over the country – volunteer groups, associations, and businesses large and small – unions, corporations, charities, clubs, institutions, retailers, associations.

· Your neighborhood coffee shop, grocery store chains, motor vehicle departments; larger companies such as manufacturers, insurance agencies, national retailers and corporations; and institutions such as hospitals, colleges, and universities – these are all “workplaces.”
· Member organizations, non-profits, faith communities and service clubs are also considered “workplaces” for the purposes of this program.

Who started the Workplace Partnership?

The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) started the WPFL. 

· HRSA is one agency within HHS and is the primary federal agency for improving access to health care services for people who are uninsured, isolated, or medically vulnerable. 
· HRSA’s Healthcare Systems Bureau, Division of Transplantation, promotes the donation of organs and works to improve national procurement, allocation, and transplantation activities.
· HRSA conducts professional and public education initiatives, including grant and research projects and the Workplace Partnership for Life, to further advance national and local efforts to increase organ donor registration.
What do Workplace Partners do?

Workplace Partners make a commitment to educate their employees, members and/or customers on the critical importance of every kind of organ and tissue donation. 
· Currently, more than 11,000 partners are enrolled in the WPFL.
· Workplace Partners have helped register more than 450,000 new donors in the U.S.
How do Workplace Partners encourage registration?
Workplace Partners team up with HRSA, organ procurement organizations (OPOs), Donate Life America affiliates (DLAs), and other groups to educate their employees about organ, tissue and eye donation.
· National campaigns, directed by HRSA and facilitated by Akoya (see below), are one of the primary organizing tools used to create momentum, educate, and encourage donor registration.

· These campaigns support the efforts of OPOs and DLAs to recruit and enroll new Workplace Partners and reach targeted audiences with information about organ and tissue donation and opportunities to register as donors. 
· Campaigns also help heighten donor awareness in the workplace and promote increased donor designation through statewide donor registries.
2009 National Donation Campus Challenge 
HRSA’s current WPFL campaign is the 2009 National Donation Campus Challenge.

· This campaign focuses on engaging communities of higher learning to educate their campus constituents – students, faculty, staff, and alumni – about organ donation and to register more donors. 
· Phase I was completed on May 15 and Phase II will launch August 26, 2009. 
· Together, organ and tissue donation organizations, their Campus Partners, and national-level Workplace Partners are working toward the goal of registering 60,000 new organ donor designations by November 30, 2009. 
What is Akoya’s role with the WPFL?
Akoya, a strategic communications consulting firm, has served since 2001 as HRSA’s contract support partner in developing, managing, and coordinating the Workplace Partnership for Life initiative. 
· Based in Pittsburgh, PA, Akoya is a small, woman-owned business.

· Akoya supports the work of organ and tissue donation organizations through outreach and educational activities including monthly learning opportunity conference calls, and manages the national WPFL database.
· Akoya designs and implements workplace campaigns, coaches and supports OPOs/DLAs and Workplace Partners, and serves as the link between national Workplace Partners and local organ, eye, and tissue donation organizations. 
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